
What People Are Saying about the Traveling Archivist Program …

The comments included here were excerpted from final surveys and evaluations conducted at the close of the traveling archivist site visit. The TAP visited local historical and genealogical collections in libraries, archives, museums, historic houses, colleges and universities. The TAP has continued as a separate guidance of the State Archives of North Carolina. 

· “The Traveling Archivist’s advice and recommendations will keep us busy for years to come, but we needed precisely this sort of counsel.  He identified tasks that we could take on immediately and he outlined ways to pursue funding for additional professional advice, staff training and preservation materials.” 

· “The Traveling Archivist was friendly, professional, and very informative.   His visit came at a crucial time for us—we recently committed to improving the organization and preservation of our extraordinary collections.   While we are limited in staff numbers and [currently] in training, we deeply appreciate the direction and advice provided through the Traveling Archivist Program.  We believe that we now have a sense of the priorities and the paths that we need to pursue.” 

· “The Traveling Archivist arrived prepared to assess our archives, having made notes during our initial conversation and e-mails.  I was impressed with [his] knowledge of our institution.  He knew what to expect and made detailed observations with solutions to immediate issues and suggestions for the future.” 

· “The visit was well organized and kept on task by the traveling archivist.  Special Collections was surveyed and the collections with problem areas were noted.  The archivist made recommendations for improvement in managing the problem areas in the future.”

· “I was pleased with how everything was organized and it followed a logical layout of information.  This had actually been a primary concern of mine and I was happy that so much could get done in a short amount of time.”

· “The site visit accomplished exactly what I hoped it would: take a look at the big picture and tell me what we’re doing right, what we’re doing wrong, and what we can improve.”

· “In the space of one day I received answers to questions that have been lingering for years.  Yes, I could have searched the web and ILL’d [inter-library loaned] books and polled the SNCA [Society of North Carolina Archivists] listserv to see what other folks are doing (and all of those are valid strategies!) but having someone on-site to evaluate the overall state of our collections and make recommendations specific to our holdings was a wonderful opportunity.  I urge you to find some way to sustain the program (or a similar one) in which archival institutions can apply to be visited and evaluated by a professional archivist.  Thank you for this wonderful opportunity!”

· “The Traveling Archivist made a very good assessment of our facility and our artifacts.  We could tell he is well trained, knowledgeable, and prepared.  We now know what we need to do.”

· “The Traveling Archivist proceeded through our collections in a very professional manner.  He was thorough and made many helpful remarks regarding the collection and how we could better manage it.

· “The Traveling Archivist arrived on time and spent the day with us reviewing our collection and answering our questions. He gave many helpful ideas and suggestions on ways our collection can be improved.”

· “As promised the site [visit] went exactly as planned. The traveling archivist was able to give his suggestions along with written material to help us implement his recommendations.” 

· “The Traveling Archivist provided real world examples when describing best practices for cataloging and was able to explain ideas so that everyone in attendance understood regardless of their knowledge of archival practices.”

· “The Traveling Archivist Program was very helpful and educational.  The application process was simple and quick.  The archivist was very helpful and had a lot of insight.  The survey was clear and concise.  The supplies and hands on workshop were very useful for staff and volunteers.” 

· “It was a positive experience.  My main recommendation would be to implement follow-up or continued visits.  I think workshops are very useful but each individual organization has unique issues so on-site visits are invaluable.”

· “The archivist provided us with very useful information.  The most helpful was his willingness to review what we already have and then make specific suggestions using a catalog or products that he brought with him.”

· “The TAP was useful in three ways. First, it gave us some new initiatives to pursue. Second, it highlighted deficiencies in the archives that we must address.  Third, it validated preservation and organization practices that we have implemented on our own but had not been examined and validated by a person with professional archival training and experience.”

· “It was valuable to have the traveling archivist be able to spend so much time with us (an entire day).  A full day is necessary to cover the many issues involved in the management of small archives in a comprehensive and integrated way.  This also allowed us to get much more guidance in the course of the day than is reflected in the formal report.”

· “It was a transformational experience!  While much of traveling archivist’s assessment of our facility and collections was anticipated, he provided a wise, attainable plan of our best to achieve necessary goals.  His credentials and specific recommendations also empowered me, as Executive Director, to persuade our Board of the necessity to proceed (hopefully I can apply that level of persuasion to foundations that might assist in funding these ventures!).”
3

