WORKING with VOLUNTEERS




The North Carolina Genealogical
Society

Non-profit founded in 1974

Current membership about 980
Individual, family, institutional & society



NCGS Society Goals

to increase interest in and raise the standards
of research and compilations by means of
educational programs and publications

to acquaint members with research sources
and materials in NC and elsewhere

to serve as a medium of exchange of
genealogical information

to promote the collection, preservation, and
utilization of manuscripts, documents and
other materials of genealogical and historical
value



NC Loose Estates Project

Unbound original documents
generated by the division of a

deceased person’s property

(loose probate files)



l.oose Estates Documents

Appointment of guardians

Division of personal and real estate amongst
heirs

Administration and executor bonds
Estate inventories

Estate sales

Payment and collection of debt
Widow's Petition for Dower



Important Collection

Historical estimate that less than 10% of population
dies testate

Mitchell’s Will Index
Through 1900 includes 78,000 entries



Project Objective

To create and every-name decendent
index of all extant loose estates held
at the North Carolina State Archives

100 counties, plus colonial and district courts



Project Scope

3,200 + reels of microfilm

e Microfilmed largely in the
1980s by
FamilySearch.org

e Initial phase, with the
cooperation of the NC
State Library, allowed
non-NC residents to
borrow up to six reels at a
time to index at a patron’s
local library

e Slow and tedious process



Verification

AUDITING

e Local volunteers compare
the current physically
accessioned holdings of
the record collection
against the microfilmed
series

e Unfilmed estate records b
are identified for future
digitization efforts

e Record access identified



Excel entries uploaded to NCGS
website (Beta version

Home » Publications » NC Es (Beta)

North Carolina Estates Records (Beta)
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Initial Completion Stats

16 months

( March 2010 through May 2011)

223 reels of film were indexed from
microfilm and 4 counties were verified

Less than 30 active volunteers



Digitization — Alternative Option

 Long collaborative
relationship with the
North Carolina State
Archives

 NC State Archives
granted permission for
the microfilmed
images to be made
digitally available to
the public




FamilySearch

NC Loose Estates Project classified as
one of great interest and priority

Approved for use with new indexing
software



Cemyrght [ 2007, Corparatian of the Prasiding Bishopre af the Chursh of
Jaris Chet of Latter-Day Saints, Al Rights Resarved.

Volunteers can participate from anywhere in the world
(50 % of NCGS membership resides outside of North Carolina)
Internet access and a computer are all that is required
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Resources for Volunteers

e Video tutorial on using the waypointing
software:

e NC Loose Estates Wiki to answer common
indexing questions:


https://help.familysearch.org/kb/tutorials/en/fsdemos/FS_index.html?v=https://help.familysearch.org/kb/tutorials/en/fsdemos/Waypointing
https://help.familysearch.org/kb/tutorials/en/fsdemos/FS_index.html?v=https://help.familysearch.org/kb/tutorials/en/fsdemos/Waypointing
https://help.familysearch.org/kb/tutorials/en/fsdemos/FS_index.html?v=https://help.familysearch.org/kb/tutorials/en/fsdemos/Waypointing
https://wiki.familysearch.org/en/North_Carolina_Estate_Files,_1663-1978
https://wiki.familysearch.org/en/North_Carolina_Estate_Files,_1663-1978



https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/show#uri=http://hr-search-api:8080/searchapi/search/collection/1911121
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/show#uri=http://hr-search-api:8080/searchapi/search/collection/1911121
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/show#uri=http://hr-search-api:8080/searchapi/search/collection/1911121
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/show#uri=http://hr-search-api:8080/searchapi/search/collection/1911121

Current Project Stats
4 months

The updated collection has
688,692 images and 32,197
indexed names!

489 “folders” aka reels of film with 26 Active Volunteers



North Carolina, Estate Files, 1663-1917

Description

Quick Facts
Index and images of estate files from Morth Carolina counties. The originals were filmed at the Morth
Zarolina Department of Archives and Histony., The estate records contain loose papers relating to the B JE63-1417
settlement of estates including such matters as provision for heirs including minor children as well as
distribution of funds, land and property, including slaves. This project was indexed in partnership with Learn more s
the Morth Carolina Genealogical Society and Library,
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32,197 decendents
in 21 counties !



Browse By County
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Second Phase

* Auditing digitized collection against current
accessioned holdings at the North Carolina
State Archives to identify additional
acquisitions not previously filmed,;

» Posting links to estates from NCGS website



Soliciting Volunteers

NCGS Newsletter gives updated information
and recognizes volunteers

County genealogical societies email “blasts”

Regional and national genealogical
conferences - use of PowerPoint
presentation to solicit new volunteers

Certificates of appreciation presented to
volunteers at NCGS annual meeting



Interested in Volunteering?

Contact Vickie Scott
secondvicepresident@ncgenealogy.org
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